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FORWARD: DAVID SPRASON, COUNTY COUNCILLOR, CHAIRMAN OF  
BAGWORTH & THORNTON NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION TEAM  
 

We have come a long way in a short time.  We identified many projects to improve our 

Neighbourhood and through partnership working we have managed to deliver many of 

these with the likelihood of future projects coming to fruition.  In this document you will 

see some of the main achievements that have taken place since the setting up of the 

Neighbourhood Action Team and the development of the Stronger Communities       

Project. Both initiatives were set up by the Local Strategic Partnership as part of the 

Sustainable Communities Strategy, which brings together local authorities and service 

providers from the Borough to ensure better services for our communities. The coalition 

Governmentôs new initiative ð óBig Societyô  will help us build on our work by putting 

more power and opportunity into peopleôs hands. It will give citizens,   

communities and local governments the power and information they need to come     

together and solve the problems they face.  

So far there have been major improvements in provision for young people including a 

Multi Use Games Area in Thornton and a Youth Shelter in Bagworth.  We have been 

successful in receiving Playbuilder funding for natural play areas in both Bagworth and 

Thornton.  We have also held regular Streetdance, football and cricket sports sessions, 

but for these to continue in the future we need more volunteers. 

Work has begun on the Childrenôs Centre which we hope will bring new life and new 

services to the area including the long awaited shop. Work has also begun on the      

refurbishment of Bagworthôs Community Centre. The Stronger Communities Worker is 

now trying to raise funds to refurbish the sports pavilion, which is 

in a poor state of repair. 

There are many more achievements which are outlined in this 

document I would like to thank everyone who has been involved 

for their hard work and commitment to make  Bagworth and 

Thornton a better place to live. 

 
 
 

 
Cllr. David Sprason 





INTRODUCTION 
 
The Neighbourhood Management and Stronger Communities Project was launched in 

July 2007, as one of the key priority work strands for Hinckley and Bosworth Local  

Strategic Partnership (LSP), in delivering against the broader Community Plan  

priorities. 

 

The project aims to improve the quality of life in selected neighbourhoods, through the 

establishment of Neighbourhood Action Teams (NATs) and the development and      

delivery of area based, community led action plans to tackle specific issues facing these 

areas. 

 

The Neighbourhood and Stronger Communities Team is based within Community      

Action Hinckley and Bosworth, and is responsible for the delivery of the project at a   

local level, but accountable to the LSP.  

 

The project sits within the framework of the LAA, and the new County level Sustainable 

Community Strategy (SCS) and LAA arrangements. 

 

KEY PRIORITY THEMES & OUTCOMES 

 

The aim of Bagworth and Thornton NAT is to respond to the needs of the community 

and encourage the communityôs active involvement in the means of meeting those 

needs.  It is seeking to achieve the following outcomes via its partnerships with key 

stakeholders and service providers:  

 

Reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and the fear of such in Bagworth and 

Thornton 

Increase Social Capital & Social Cohesion in Bagworth and Thornton by       

encouraging volunteering 

Increase the life chances of the local community by providing a programme of 

education for local residents 

Break down barriers between Travellers and Other Communities 

Reduce exclusion by improving consultation mechanisms and improving       

access to services 

Reduce obesity of the community 

Reduce the number of people smoking in Bagworth and Thornton 

Improve housing and housing advice  

 

Bagworth & Thorntonôs plan focuses on four key priorities : 

A Safer Bagworth and Thornton 

Social Capital & Social Cohesion 

A Healthier Bagworth and Thornton 

A Cleaner/Greener Bagworth and Thornton 



 

 

Shopping Trips     
 
 
Supported by the NAT, Hinckley & Bos-

worth  Community Transport Scheme 

organises free shopping trips to  Hinck-

ley for up to 7 people from Bagworth 

and/or Thornton.  The service runs every 

two weeks and passengers also have 

the opportunity of visiting the Age Con-

cern Information Centre  where they can get information on benefits and services rele-

vant to older people.  The provision has been extended and, for a nominal charge,  trips 

also run to Fosse Park every month.  This project has 

helped to raise awareness of the Hinckley & Bosworth 

Community Transportôs Dial-a-Ride Scheme which offers 

services to people who are elderly or disabled.  If you are   

interested in taking advantage of any of these services 

please contact Lindsey Short on 01455 250462. 

 

Christmas Appeal 2010  
 
We are delighted to tell you that this 

yearôs Hinckley & Bosworth's     

Christmas Appeal (Community Action 

Hinckley & Bosworth Toy Appeal and 

the Salvation Armyôs Food Parcel  

Appeal) was launched on      

Wednesday 6th October by the 

Mayor of Hinckley & Bosworth at 

Thornton Community Primary School. 

The Christmas Appeal is                  

co-ordinated with partners, Worklink, 

SureStart and the Hinckley Times. 

 

The Toy Appeal aims to provide local disadvantaged children from 0 to 16 years of age 

with a gift at Christmas time and the Food Parcel Appeal traditionally provides           

disadvantaged families and elderly people with food parcels and essential items such 

as toiletries. Twenty three brightly decorated bins were placed around the Hinckley &  

Bosworth Borough including one at Thornton Primary School to collect donations of 

brand new toys and food or toiletry parcel items.  These gifts are then distributed to 

those local people referred to the Appeal, who need extra help this Christmas. 

If would like more information about the Christmas Appeal contact Yvonne Clarke at 
Community Action Hinckley & Bosworth on 01455 615962 
email enquiries@vahb.org.uk or visit our website at www.vahb.org.uk  

mailto:enquiries@vahb.org.uk
http://www.vahb.org.uk


Neighbourhood Watch  
 

Our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Anita 

Beeby is now in post and every household in 

Bagworth and Thornton will have received a 

Neighbourhood watch booklet.  Anita is working 

closely with the police to raise any queries or 

concerns residents may have and ensure the 

community is a safer place to live.  

Home Loft Insulation Project    
 

 

This scheme was set up by the environmental task force through the 

NAT to provide insulation to housing in identified priority areas.  Its 

aim was to assist people on a low income in need of help in reducing 

their heating costs and to tackle health issues by improving the home 

environment. Householders who responded to the offer, had their 

property surveyed and where appropriate installation of any           

necessary insulation was  completed by the contractor. 

Anita is currently aiming to raise awareness of the scheme and is looking to recruit street 

co-ordinators.   

Benefits of belonging to a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme include: 

Helps to reduce the opportunity for local crime 

Increases a personal sense of security with neighbours looking out for each others 
property 

Keeps you up to date with the latest crime prevention ideas to increase home       
security 

Helps bring the community together 

Keeps you informed with the latest information on local crime and incidents from the 
Police 

Enables you to purchase SmartWater at a specially reduced price 

May reduce your home insurance premiums 

Helps to safeguard the more vulnerable members of your community 

 

Plans for the future include a monthly newsletter,  Smartwater scheme and setting up No 

Cold Calling Zones.   

Anita Beeby        07889 219843        nwdo@btinternet.com        

www.leicestershirevillages.com  



 

Social Cohesion   

 

Local community and partner agencies put together a report on behalf of the NAT for the 

Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) which highlights the complexities of social cohesion 

within this priority neighbourhood.  The report attempts to raise and challenge some of 

the issues within our diverse parish on social cohesion, particularly between the Gypsy 

and Traveller and Settled Communities of Bagworth and Thornton villages. 

 

Issues tackled in the report included the need for: 

planning rules to be clear to all, 

intimidation to be recognised and addressed,  

education and health to be improved, 

discrimination towards both the settled and traveller communities to be understood, 

all agencies to deliver a fair and equal service.  

 

Engagement between the settled and traveller community is the key to the future          

especially through our younger generations. 

 

Suggestions made to aid social cohesion included: 

 

Providing positive education in schools on Gypsy, Roma, and Travellers. 

Providing opportunities for young Gypsy, Roma, Travellers to find out about village 

life, through Teachers and Youth Workers. 

That agencies and people who work with the Gypsy, Roma Travellers community 

link with other service providers to bring the children from the settled and travelling 

community to work on projects for the area together.  

Whilst adhering to planning regulations, making provision for small family plots for 

Gypsy, Roma and Travellers, so that they can live near their extended families. 

Tighter challenges around racism. 

Addressing issues around confidence and self image amongst the Gypsy, Roma, 

and Traveller community by providing opportunities to build bridges between young 

parents, such as play and stay activities, where parents can find  commonalities  

between each other. 

 

The report made a number of recommendations which we wanted to see influence the 

strategies developed by all the relevant agencies.  The report went to Leicestershire    

Together and as a result a sub group has been established in Hinckley & Bosworth to   

develop a pilot to bring together representatives from local parish councils and traveller 

sites to begin a process of dialogue and developing trust.  The intention is to roll this out 

across Leicestershire.  



Sports Provision  
 

 

 

In April 2009, Bagworth and Thornton 

Parish Council and Community Action 

Hinckley and Bosworth supported a 

group of young people to make a    

funding application to the Youth        

Opportunity Fund. Following a          

successful presentation £53,630 was 

received for a Multi Use Games Area 

(MUGA) in Thornton and sessional 

worker costs for both Bagworth and 

Thornton. 

 

 

 

Since opening in April 2010, the MUGA has been used by the local primary school,      

organised sports sessions and local residents. A total of 128 football and 79 cricket     

sessions took place in Bagworth and Thornton between March 2010 and       October 

2010. In addition to this, street dance has taken place each week alternating   between 

Bagworth and Thornton. Funding has been received from the Youth Opportunity Fund, 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Summer Activities Fund and the Neighbourhood 

Action Team. Qualified coaches / instructors have facilitated these sessions and 76     

children and young people aged between the ages of 5 and 16 registered to take part.  

 

The football coach commented that ñThe sessions have been a huge success, the       

attitude of the players is fantastic, most players have improved their skills and awareness. 

There is great parental involvement too and it feels like a real community event that 

brings people together with common interests. The football has almost  become a  

meeting place for parents to have a good natter as well as supporting the players who 

attend. It has been a privilege to have 

been involved in this community 

based projectò.  

 



Sports Continued  

 

The Bagworth and Thornton Parish Plan, highlights that the most often-quoted             

improvement to the area relates to recreation and sporting provision in the parish.     

Residents stated that they would like to see the sports pavilion at  Bagworth football club 

(Old Colliery Sports Field), revamped with facilities   being made available to more     

people.   

 

The Neighbourhood Action Team is working with the Parish Council and HBBC to obtain 

funding to provide a more permanent solution for the Parish. It is intended to increase 

sports provision for the whole community, by making better use of the resources       

available, this will be achieved by: 

 

1. Repairing and refurbishing the Sports Pavilion to ensure that it is fit for        

purpose.  

2. Continuing to engage children and young people in sporting activities, by     

extending the football and cricket coaching sessions in the new year whilst 

work takes place on the Sports Pavilion.  

3. Seeking local volunteers to help establish and run youth teams in the Parish. 

This will involve working with key partners, including the relevant County 

Sports Associations and Hinckley and Bosworth  Borough Council (Sport, 

Health and Well-being) to increase the knowledge and expertise of coaches 

and volunteers and develop good practice in relation to administration,     

coaching, child protection and club welfare.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming involved, 

please contact Siân Mitchell, Stronger  

Communities Worker,  Community Action 

Hinckley & Bosworth on 01455 459498 / 07760 

762897 or sian.mitchell@btconnect.com   

 

 

 



 

Well Being Clinics  
Two Health and Well Being Clinics have 

recently been held, one at Bagworth 

Community Centre on 20th April 2010 

and the other at Thornton Community 

Centre on 23rd September. Following 

concerns f rom residents about           

accessing GP and other health         

professionals, Bagworth and Thornton 

Parish Plan Group successfully applied 

for and received £3000 from Hinckley 

and Bosworth Community Forums to 

put on the events with support from 

Community Action Hinckley and       

Bosworth. Around 60 people attended 

the Bagworth event and over 90 people 

attended the Thornton event. People 

queued at both events for requests for 

blood sugar tests to check for diabetes, 

blood pressure checks and cholesterol advice. The event also featured: 

 

Advice about weight management and nutrition 

Smoking cessation 

Healthy cookery demonstrations  

HBBC Active Together 

Adult Education Services 

Leicestershire LINK 

Playbuilder design           

consultation 

Prostrate Cancer 

Stress awareness 

 

Many of those who attended indicated 

that they would be making changes to 

their lifestyle as a result of the          

information and advice they had      

received at the event. This included 

taking more exercise, less sugar,    

cutting down on smoking and weight management .  

 

Another Well Being Clinic is being planned for early next year.  


